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National Socialist forces in Austria were correspondingly
mobilised.
The Construction of Terrorist Organisations
Brief reference has already been made to the fact that
besides the construction of the political organisations great
emphasis was laid on the construction of the terrorist
organisations of the National Socialist * Illegals'. Such
organisations had existed in Austria, and in great numbers,
before the 25th July 1934. At that time there had been
almost daily attempts at bomb outrages with the object of
blowing up bridges and railway tracks. And bombs were
placed in shops, post offices, pillar-boxes and telephone
kiosks just as they were in England five years later by the
I.R.A. In 1934 this terrorist organisation was completely
disbanded and destroyed, but during the next three years
Papen had systematically helped in its reconstruction.
Captain Leopold and Dr. Leopold Tavs, the leaders of
these terrorist organisations, belonged to the most fanatical
section of the National Socialists. They were sworn
adherents of Adolf Hitler, Hermann Goering, Rudolf Hess,
and probably of Dr. Goebbels too, but they maintained a
defensive attitude to a certain extent towards Herr von
Papen : they knew that he had once been ranged against
the regime. It is true that they willingly and at any time
allowed money payments and deliveries of arms and other
assistance to be made to them, but below the surface this
intriguing Junker was a thorn in their flesh, and they would
have infinitely, preferred as ambassador in Vienna some
ruffian who had risen from the ranks of the S.A. The
dislike of the terrorists for Papen, whom they had to thank
for all the assistance they received, was at one time carried so
far that they demanded his recall because he worked too
cautiously and slowly for them.
By the end of 1937 the terrorist organisations of the
c Illegals * had been so far reconstructed that they could
begin their activities again at the point where they had been
brought to a standstill in 1934. The subterranean con-